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Sir: 



This application is a U.S. national stage filing of 

PCT/EP99/05234, having an international filing date of 
July 22, 1999, and a U.S. national stage entry date of 
January 17, 2002. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, enclosed are 
references relating to the above-identified application. For the 
convenience of the Examiner, these references are listed on the 
attached Form PTO-1449, and a copy of each is enclosed herewith. 

It is respectfully requested that these references be 

considered in the examination of this application and that their 
consideration be made of written record in the application file. 

Each of the references cited in the International 
Search Report is enclosed, except German language documents 
EP 0 480 289 and DE 196 29 166, which were cited merely as A 
documents for technical background. 

As to German publication DE 198 01 661, the Applicants 
refer to the characterization of the publication in the 
International Preliminary Examination Report (IPER) , for which an 
English translation is enclosed. As stated in paragraph 4 of the 
IPER, ''the use of primers from the rRNA spacer region in 
diagnostics is also described in" this reference. 
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No fee is deemed necessary in connection with the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. However, if any 
fee is required, authorization is hereby given to charge the 
amount of any such fee to Deposit Account No. 03-0370. 
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